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DETAILED ACTION 

Election/Restrictions 

1 . Claims 1 6-20 are withdrawn from further consideration pursuant to 37 CFR 1 .142(b) as 
being drawn to a nonelected invention, there being no allowable generic or linking claim. 
Election was made without traverse in the reply filed on 12/01/2004. 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC § 103 

2. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all obviousness 

rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in 
section 102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are 
such that the subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person 
having ordinary skill in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the 
manner in which the invention was made. 

3. Claims 1-2, 9 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over US Patent No 
5379342 to Arnold et al (Arnold), in view of US Patent No 6212555 to Brooks, Jr. et al (Brooks). 

• As per claim 1, Arnold teaches a computer system comprising: 

• A processor (figure 3, item 300) 

• Input means for receiving input from a user (figure 1, item 112) 

• A display device for providing visual output from the operating system to the user 
(figure 1, item 106) 

• A system bus connecting the processor to the display device and the input means 
(column 3, lines 19-20) 
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• Machine readable storage media coupled to the system bus for storing programs 
performable by the processor (figure 3, item 108), including a boot block for loading an 
operating system for the computer system (column 4, lines 4-7) 

• A diskette with memory storage media for a second boot block for loading an 
operating system for the computer (figure 3, item 1 10) and security code for measuring 
security compliance of the second boot block when enabled (column 4, line 68 - column 
5, line 11) 

Arnold fails to disclose a feature card. Brooks teaches a diskette as an art-related 
equivalent of a feature card (column 2, lines 10-15). An advantage of using a diskette as 
a feature card is its mobility. Thus it would have been obvious to one of ordinary skill in 
the art at the time of invention to combine the teachings of Arnold and Brooks. 
Motivation to use a diskette in place of the feature card is its mobility. 

• As per claim 2, Arnold discloses a computer system further including 

A connector for connecting the feature card to the system bus (figure 3, item 316) 

• As per claim 9, Arnold discloses a computer system comprising: 

• A processor located on a system planar (figure 3, item 300); 

• Input means for receiving input from a user (figure 1 , item 1 12); 

• A display device for providing visual output from the software applications to the 
user (figure 1, item 106); 

• A system bus connecting the processor to the display device and the input means 
(figure 3, item 322); 
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• Machine readable storage media located on the system planar with the processor and 
coupled to the system bus for storing programs performable by the processor (figure 3, 
item 108) 

• An interface adapter for transferring input from the user at the input means to the 
system bus (It is inherent that a computer system having input means such as a keyboard 
and a mouse would have an adapter for taking the input received at the input means and 
transferring it to the system bus.); 

• A diskette separate from the system planar and provided with memory storage media 
for a second boot block for loading an operating system for the computer (figure 3, item 
110) and security code for measuring security compliance of the second boot block when 
enabled (column 4, line 68 - column 5, line 1 1); and 

• A connector for connecting the feature card to the system bus (314). 
Arnold fails to disclose a feature card. Brooks teaches a diskette as an art-related 
equivalent of a feature card (column 2, lines 10-15). 

4. Claims 3-15 are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Arnold, in view 

of Brooks and US Patent No 5410699 to Bealkowski et al (Bealkowski). 

• As per claim 3, Arnold and Brooks do not disclose a switching mechanism. Bealkowski 
teaches a switch mechanism for indicating which of the boot blocks is to load an operating 
system for the computer system (column 7, lines 34-36). It would have been obvious to one 
of ordinary skill in the art at the time of invention to integrate the switching capability taught 
by Bealkowski into the alternate boot scheme taught by Arnold. The motivation to combine 
is the ability to selectively choose a boot path based on the status of a fixed disk. For 
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example if the hard disk drive is damaged, the system will boot from a diskette (column 2, 
lines 64-66). 

• As per claim 4, Bealkowski discloses a computer system wherein the switch mechanism 
includes a control switch (figure 6a 5 item 151). 

• As per claim 5, Bealkowski teaches a computer system wherein the control switch 
activates the second boot block when the feature card is enabled (column 11, lines 1-2; figure 
6a, items 151, 153). 

• As per claim 6, Bealkowski teaches a computer system wherein the control switch 
activates the boot block in the machine storage media when the feature card is disabled 
(column 11, lines 14-17; figure 6a, items 151, 150). 

• As per claim 7, Bealkowski teaches a system that is susceptible to a system reset (column 
7, lines 48-50), and the feature card includes logic responsive to the switch mechanism for 
inhibiting operation of the feature card if the boot block in the machine readable storage 
media is enabled (column 10, lines 28-32; Booting from the fixed disk is always enabled in 
the non-priority and non-recovery modes. Thus the IBL selects the boot program from the 
fixed disk and loading of the boot program from the feature card is inhibited.). 

• As per claim 8, Bealkowski discloses a computer system further including a latch 
mechanism for storing output of the switch mechanism indicating which of the boot blocks is 
to load an operating system for the computer system (column 5, lines 61-63). 

The NVRAM is used to store system configuration data. Since configuration data regarding 
the boot scheme would also be included in the general set of system configuration data, the 
reference reads on this limitation. 
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• As per claim 10, Bealkowski discloses a switch mechanism for indicating which of the 
boot blocks is to load an operating system for the computer system (column 7, lines 34-36). 

• As per claim 11, Bealkowski discloses a computer system wherein the switch mechanism 
includes a control switch (figure 6a, item 151). 

• As per claim 12, Bealkowski teaches a computer system wherein the control switch 
activates the second boot block when the feature card is enabled (column 11, lines 1-2; figure 
6a, items 151, 153). 

• As per claim 13, Bealkowski teaches a computer system wherein the control switch 
activates the boot block in the machine storage media when the feature card is disabled 
(column 11, lines 14-17; figure 6a, items 151, 150). 

• As per claim 14, Bealkowski teaches a system that is susceptible to a system reset 
(column 7, lines 48-50), and the feature card includes logic responsive to the switch 
mechanism for inhibiting operation of the feature card if the boot block in the machine 
readable storage media is enabled (column 10, lines 28-32; Booting from the fixed disk is 
always enabled in the non-priority and non-recovery modes. Thus the IBL selects the boot 
program from the fixed disk and loading of the boot program from the feature card is 
inhibited.). 

• As per claim 15, Bealkowski discloses a computer system further including a latch 
mechanism for storing output of the switch mechanism indicating which of the boot blocks is 
to load an operating system for the computer system (column 5, lines 61-63). 
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The NVRAM is used to store system configuration data. Since configuration data regarding 
the boot scheme would also be included in the general set of system configuration data, the 
reference reads on this limitation. 



Conclusion 

5. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to applicant's 
disclosure. 

• US Patent No 6763458 to Watanabe et al discloses a system that periodically checks for a 
card or memory device from which to boot and decides to booth from that particular card or 
device if it is found. 

• US Patent No 641 535 1 to Kobayashi et al discloses a system wherein a detachable IC 
card can be used to boot the system. 

Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Anand Patel whose telephone number is (571) 272-721 1. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M-F 8-4:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Lynne Browne can be reached on (571) 272-3670. The fax phone number for the 
organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 703-872-9306. 
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Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent 
Application Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications 
may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 
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